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In the Name of Allah, 
the Merciful, the Beneficent 
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Oath: Swearing an oath ( Halif) means to strengthen one’s claim or statement 
by mentioning Allah’s Name or His attributes. And since the Arabs also 
shook hands on the occasion, the oath is also known as Yamln (literally, 
right hand). 

Vow: ( Nadhr ): Means to make a promise for good or for bad. Technically, it 
implies to make something binding upon oneself in order to seek closeness to 
Allah. 



21. THE BOOK OF 
OATHS AND VOWS 



Chapter 1. Stern Warning 
Against False Oaths 

3242. It was narrated that ‘Imran 
bin Husain said: “The Prophet ig 
said: ‘Whoever swears a binding 
oath falsely, let him take his place 
on his face in Hell.’” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Lying in itself is a major sin and an accursed practice. It becomes all the more 
despicable if a man tells a lie in an oath. 



Chapter (...) One Who Swears 
An Oath In Order To Usurp 
The Wealth Of Another 

3243. It was narrated from Shaqlq, 
from ‘Abdullah who said: “The 
Messenger of Allah |g said: 
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‘Whoever swears an oath in which 
he is lying, in order to usurp the 
wealth of a Muslim, he will meet 
Allah while He is angry with 
Him.’” Al-Ash‘ath said: 1 ' 1 “That 
was concerning me, by Allah. 
There was a dispute concerning 
some land between myself and a 
Jewish man, but he denied it, so I 
brought him to the Prophet m and 
the Prophet said to me: ‘Do you 
have any proof?’ I said: ‘No.’ He 
said to the Jew: ‘Swear an oath.’ I 
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, then 
he will swear an oath and take 
away my property.’ Then Allah, 
Most High, revealed: Verily, those 
who purchase a small gain at the 
cost of Allah’s Covenant and their 
oaths, ...” until the end of the 
Verse (Sahih) 
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3244. It was narrated from Kurdus, 
from Al-Ash‘ath bin Qais, that a 
man from Kindah and a man from 
Hadramawt referred a dispute to 
the Prophet concerning some 
land in Yemen. The HadramI man 
said: “O Messenger of Allah, my 
land was usurped by the father of 
this man, and (now) it is in his 
possession.” He said: “Do you have 
any proof?” He said: “No, but 
make him swear an oath by Allah 
that he did not know it was my 
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^ That is Al-Ash‘ath bin Qais, and that he narrated this part to Shaqiq, 
[2] Al Imran 3:77. 



